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Abstract:  

My talk presents a new approach to the study of nationalism. Rather than treating nation 
building as a process of identification with an imagined community, I treat nation 
building as a practical organizational accomplishment. Given that the nation is not 
homogeneous or bounded, the key organizational challenge for nation builders is setting 
up mechanisms that allow heterogeneous groups to cooperate and develop lasting 
national attachments. I will demonstrate the utility of this approach by examining 
comparatively the mechanisms that the Irish and the Zionist national movements created 
in order to raise funds from their compatriots in the United States in the 1910-1920s and 
1940-1950s, respectively. Instead of assuming that diasporas in some sense belong to the 
nation, the book examines the difficulties that arise in the encounter between national 
agents and diaspora communities, and pays close attention to the socio-financial 
mechanisms devised to allow different groups to cooperate and make up a nation. 
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